76                  MARY STUART.            ACT n.

At last of one and other, that they twain

Had writ by record from their lady's mouth

To Babington some letter which implies

Close conscience of his treason, and goodwill

To meet his service with complicity :

But one thing found therein of deadliest note

The Frenchman swore they set not down, nor she

Bade write one word of favour nor assent

Answering this murderous motion toward our queen :

Only, saith he, she held herself not bound

for love's sake to reveal it, and thereby

For love of enemies do to death such friends

As only for her own love's sake were found

Fit men for murderous treason : and so much

Her own hand's transcript of the word she sent

Should once produced bear witness of her.

Mary Beaton,                                           Ay ?

How then came this withholden ?

Paukt.                                     If she speak

But truth, why, truth should sure be manifest,
And shall, with God's good will, to good men's joy
That wish not evil: as at Fotheringay
When she shall come toitrial must be tried
If it be truth or no : for which assay
You shall do toward her well and faithfully
To bid ner presently prepare her soul
That it-may there make answer.

Mary Beaton.                           Presently ?

Paukt. Upon the arraignment of her friends who
stand